Easter 2007

is for

3Now on that same day two of them were going to a vil-

lage called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,

Mand talking with each other about all these things that

had happenedWhile they were talking and discussing, . _ ,

Jesus himself came near and went with théot their ~ Which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
eyes were kept from recognizing hitfAnd he said to 90ing on.“But they wurged him st
them, 6What are you di scu¥ithus gecaysefig alr’go&t@\ﬁanlr}glar}qgwﬁ day,ig pow ¢
wal k along?d They Gheoaneof s?PERTT Y | Q%&ing S@adhe Whenrhe i
them, whose name was Cl eoYyaséatthe fable with themy h%ﬁqurpreadé blgssed and, |,
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know th@"oke it, and gave it to _therﬁ._Then their eyes were
things that have t akeZlHep|ORe&d a@gjﬁr@y rgcogpized hyimy and e vapigheds frory
asked them, 6What thingsdhsrsighfelheyep3aicy tTREBCR hPH
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty imearts burning Wlthln us while he was talking to us on the
deed and word before God and all the peoflend how ' ©ad, whil e he was op@hmt ng
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be conS@Me hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
demned to death and crucified hifBut we had hoped they fOLSJ?d the eleven and their companions gathgred to-
that he was the one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides &¢ther.“They were saying, o6The

this, it is now the third day since these things took placed nd he has ap p°Hhen they told whatSi m
22\loreover, some women of our group astounded ush@d happened on the road, and how he had been made

They were at the tomb early this mornidgand when known to them in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13
they did not find his body there, they came back and tol$>)

us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said

that he was alive?’Some of those who were with us wentMay be we shoul dndot quibb
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; bubave. Take, for example, Cleopas and his compan-
they did Abhermselke hsan.d t oi o hefnStaOhPethomw? Cleopashb
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all thatbling on the way from Jerusalem to Emmaus.

the prophets have declaretfWas it not necessary that

the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter im‘?oday we might hear of quibbling about Easter from
. 7- - . .
hi s g 1Thenybegining with Moses and all the \ritars of fiction to producers of films. In an age

prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himsewhere anything can be asserted, just about every-
in all the scriptures. ?®As they came near the village to thing is 9 » y

Number 85 from The Crossings Community
Steven Kuhl, President (414)76469 + Cathy Lessmann, Executive Secretary (314386
http//www.crossings.org; Email: info@crossings.org



But whatodés most on the kKegad'ts, and minds. of Cl eoy
and his companions (even us) is the hope of Easter: IS for

AfWe had hoped that he waysett htehiosn e Stor arnegdeereom (lwser at
This hope is hard to e mbwhajoirg Cleopas tant @is do@partlon(8) tsderinsingost

persecution and death) are the final realities of life. br i st l ed by | etting the f
themselves. We must not take his chastising as belit-
Yet, in the early accompaniment of justCleopasand | i ng t he other companior

his companion, the hardtfmtahi ngso,00 ,o0rbuhtarads fkeltist,

they have to go on. Thereasa man, Jesus of Naz- have over them. What is most problematic for faith is
when we come to believe the wrong
things as true. And for this Stranger,
the wrong things to believe are that the
deadl vy, mort al At hi
word.

According to this Stranger, they do
not . AnWas it not
Messiah should suf"
The Stranger does not diminish this
necessity, which means he does not
di minish the power
But neither does he
have the final word. That belongs to
Messiah! The same Messiah wai-

ferst hese things [ we
of existence!o0].

From there he takes his accompanied
companions back into the Scriptures to
Ed Schroeder delivering the keynote address at the Hoo&0d Gospel Cross-  see their evangelical import. The
ings Conference, held at Our Lady of the Snows retreat center in Belleville, lliScriptures only become opened through
nois, January 2&1. the lens of the Messidhotherwise, they
areth, whowas a prophet mighty in word and deed, remain a closed book, to our already closed hearts and
but he wadhanded over to becondemned to death  our blinded eyes. But when the gospel is the key to
andcrucified. And when reports came from women our faith and vision, then the Scriptures open.
who saw his tomb but not his body, ¥aind it just
as the women had said, but theras no Jesus. So it
should come as no surprise that even hope itself is
al so in thehaglacped.emse: nwe

No longer are they hoping. They are despairing,
standing still, sad.

That s where these deadl vy, past Athingso can | ea
Does God? If these things/facts speak for them-
selves, we might not have much reason to think that
God would do otherwise than leave us with these

Aithings. o Facts be known, there would be justi
tion for God to do so, RobertHKolfnde twdp@sentation® it Brosdinds brdel-  d -
ence: N-Cespgl Law I nterpret Scr

Reading of the Human Condition.
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And with the Messiahos L,‘I)Gﬂiié‘lﬁ)rof sSer iyptures thi
comes also the opening of our hearts and minds.
Here the talking about fAthese thingso is now cas
a whole new light, so that even Cleopas confesse§)ne of the central concerns for the church these days
fiwere not our hearts bu ishawdgbringithis promising essage jto] bear ypen
talking to us on the road, while he was openingthd hose who are fAunchurche
scriptures to us?o those without a church home. They may be those who
have left the church for some reason; or they
may be those who never were part of the
church.

But there is sometimes a misnomer in the very
idea of differentiating the unchurched from the
churched. Truth is, both share a great deal in
common.

Both have had experiences living in this world,
with not only the evils that permeate life in
control, manipulation, and domination, but also
the critical experiences of living life under the
law. And this leads to the same dilemma with
which Cleopas and his companion on the road
were struggling: despair, depression, being
downtrodden.

Sherman Lee (left) and Ed Schroeder (right) on thecorgferenceday, T hat 6 s t he poi nt on whi
explaining fAtrackingod and fAcr osfﬁgt@gr.nﬁiybe%@twr,d(mfegseﬁrst_i nk the

way of the Crossings matrix to peoplesdé real l'ives?
Today, programs of congregational renewal like to use
IS for tthe cword fAtransformati on.
popul ar catch phrases | ik

the reign of God. o

And finally, it is not only the Stranger/Messiah whoL et 6 s unpack those words.
shares these new things, but also Cleopas and hehanging the form or shape that was into some other
companions who now are in full reverse, hightailingform or shapé quite literally, shaping [form] across

it back to Jerusalem with haste. When they get therdtrang.

they are greeted by the other companions who say to

t hem, AnThe Lord has r i sTehne iangdeenad ,f oan dt hlee chhas g e

peared to Simon!o Thatsuorel, ythpafikei €h eofp aGo dain c
friend to piggytail on the good news: wait till you a change. Note the change in Cleopas and his com-
hear our story! Wh at npanions dricdHastey fnally sbtteey i, by iaghp p e n e

on the road! How Jesus had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread! Faith begets faithlf understood and used in this New Testament per-
The old things have passed away; behold, the Lordpective, these may be helpful ways to express the

makes new! mission of the church in this twentfiyst century. But
the words get muddied when the word
This is a much more promising way to talk. Alsoafit r ansf or mati ono is tied

more promising way to walk. Thanks to the risenij usti cedo or Acritiqgqueodo o
Jesusd company!
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undermine the lives of people. Then the questiomhe church needs to come clean aihis
becomes one of theological clarity. Is thisthe sam&t r ansf or mi ng power of t
itransforming power of niubhehenrwpildwe speak boldly thedgood newsloé s

the Christ? resurrection, not only for the unchurched but for the
church!

To be sure, Christians and non

Christians (church and unchurched) en- In fact, unless we are boldly proclaim-

gage in the mutual venture of pursuing ing this new Word, | could understand

the goals of justice and the critique of why the unchurched might just as well

unjust principalities and powers. In fact, stay away, taking their chances with

todosois evidenceaffir ei gn of God. 0O what they already have in the law of

But i ttherseimmt off Godo i n t helfe. Itwouldbe better than their gath-

gospel of Jesus the Christ. The ering in the church for all the wrong rea-

just/critical reign of God is the law. The sons.

justified/promising reign of God is the

gospel . Christtheaens empower eBut tiheyrisefi Lord of Cleopas and his

reign of Godo that Jesus pr ocompahione ths arighd reason for us to

lived can find added impetus (by faith) gather in newness. People do get au-

for lifting up the banner of the alternate, thentically transformed when the form is

| egal fAreign of Godo for the fgomad | dyftakémtlatrass, shiough
the cross of Jesus the Christ, and right

B.Ut. IS engagmg n that. kln.d. C)john Strelan from Australia delivered the ke”ﬁO Easter. That only happens by

divine critique of principalities, 5t ¢ . foi@odrGespel Meets a Dying faith, and through the grace of Je-

and power s f-iweraldl ¥ Atrans suso nopening t h
formi ngo? Maybe when justice (Wor d) and Abrea
gets done, ithese thingso are a@areado (sacrament
little better than they were be-

fore. That is to say, there can This is why the Reformers were

be S 0ome Asavingo t hat takes so impassioned about lifting up
place under the law, through Word and sacrament as central to
critical interaction. But ulti- what it means for us, essentially,
mately, finally, the form is not to be church. i
really changed not at its root. the true unity o
It is still the sameold, same be so grounded in this redeeming
old, with just a different face, JesusWord-and-Sacrament
maybe a more compassionate (Augsburg Confession, Article
looking face, but with a root 7). Here is where transforming,
that is just as legal (perhaps life-giving faith is born and
even legalistic) as the same old nourished.

face that was there before it. Beérossings President Steve Kuhl delivered two
haviors may be changed, but riggsentations linking Lasgospel theology to |y gther words, what Jesus is seek-
the spirit. ecumenism and the faith/science debate. ing to do is get us out from under

the bondage to all critique, includ-
Note that the one hope of the unchurched Cleopdsg the most damning critique of all: our sinfulness.
and his companions was for redemption. Redeemiriphis same sinfulness is evidenced in the desphir
i's about the fAreign of daohkars, evidented ih @® oven eyest s Yea When ¢
how to buy people back, like a lohgst relative, only the law and/or evil seems to rule and regulate
from all those princi plde when we are hamietl over ovwEch & thesd) then e
t hi ®anslwing the power of the lad that breaks in the promise of the Lord who is our one, true
seem to keep them depressed in the spirit of disagempanion. Nix on these things! Newness is here!
pointment, sadness, and despair. mhoy
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is for Another snapshot was watching Jerry Burce on the
pre-conference day working mightily to explain the
Crossings matrix. Again, more time would have

| wo n Gattempt Weine an in depth, unbiased pejned, but peopldid get it and loved it, and left en-
report of theHonestto-God GospelCrossingsCon-  + y used about usin g it. F

ference held last January-391, 2007 so ﬁ'lnsatn?aéj'prlé)e{éher for who

settle for some snapshots, both verbal and visual, t@sgious chore. I believe the conference has really en-
give you a glimpse of the marvelous occasion it was.grgized me for the task of preaching. It reminded me
People (128 to be exact) left satisfied and enthusedys things | already knew and also gave me new in-
in fact, some complained there was almesd  gjghts into looking at the text. | have returned with a
much good stuff:  They regretted that they had 10t 5 ¢ i n t he belly for pre
choose between speakers (they wanted to hear thefiuiter preacher but | feel like | have something to say

all!) and wished there had been more time to digesf,o\y and | think the conference has made that differ-
and discuss what they heard. We planners hav% nce. o

taken this complaint/critique to heart, but i t0:c
compl i ment, don&bmulsub-t hi nk? Better
stance than too little?

One snapshot l o1l | forever treasure is watching
Schroeder deliver the kickoff keynote address titled

AThe Augsburg Aha!

The Gospel is a

Promise, an Honest

to-Go d Promi se! o

(see picture on page

2.) You could tell by

Edos passion how

much he loves teach- Samuel Wang (left) enjoying breakfast with Dinku Lamessa

ing, sharing, and us- (9"

ing the LawGospel | 5150 enjoyed watching our international guests make
hermeneutic. HIS  connections with us U.S. folks.  Pictured above,
address set the stage pinky Lamessa, national coordinator of University
for the rest of the gy dent Ministry of the Mekane Jesus Church, came
conference. all the way from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Sam Wang,
pastor, came from the Lutheran Church of Singapore.
A snapshot that de- |, aqdition, John Strelan traveled from Australia to
Stephan Tumbull, our youngest lights my heart is a  giye hoth a keynote speech and two breakout sessions
Sabbatheology writer, ad-  conversation lhadwith i + | t ed fAWhat Drives My
S':) svs ts i d Rg ;8 d g%’@o?née@rﬁa:) a"gh%s af yarian pastor and professor, came from Germany to
B swefedl * ‘my question, gnare his insights of Werner Elert. The_four shared
ASo, what brought you 1t gl eideroncEsOof fhoft "they drtitulale th¥ ichod
response. Al found yoOUNRSE o théirGespb&i 'seculal, m&tRidific, g ¢

interested in LawGospel theology, found your web- ,5rds.
site, started reading it regularly and very much ap-

preciate what | read. When | saw you were having aa\ays etched in my mind will be watching the ani-
conference, | decided to come learn more aboui,,ied conversations between attendees. Some were

law-Gospel theology. o Whod b€ Runifing affer nfif lyda®, Nothers™ere

heart? Because he came for exactly the reasons YWReeting for the first time. For some, this was a

intended: to promote, explain, and discuss Law geminex reunion, and/or reunion of the students of
Gospel theology.
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