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IS forConfessorsRisking
OutlawedSeminary (and Church) Status | n the Name
of the GospeB Seminex.

This special issue of the Crossings Newsletter iswould be the best choice for seminary education. The
dedicated to the faithful gospel witness of those whocampus of Concordia Seminary had nothing to offer,
were part of the promising tradition known as except a barren, empty, cold reminder of what it might
Seminex. once have been: beautiful buildings, but no spirit to
encourage one looking for the joy of

0_/." Christdos promi se.

&

On February 19, 1974, about six hi
dred students and 45 faculty were
iled from the campus of Concorc <y
Seminary, St. Louis. The reasons
the exile reach back further into L

When | got off the elevators on the™1
floor of the Old University Club Build-
ing which Seminex called home, it was a
theran ChurciMissouri Synod history different story. There was the thorny
and there is much history written ab mural on the wall designed by Robert
it. You can get a glimpse of it in t._ Werberig that artistically displayed the
monumental works of some of thosén early logo of Seminexby  cruciformed identity of the seminary;
who lived through the experience to teffifof: Robert Werberig. and down the hall, in the commons, |
about it Ménaoinsnin BxileeRrgd e ncéukl hear the sounds of joyous laughter and wel-
D a n k Bla Roem in the Brotherhood and most come. How strange, | thought, that those in exile
recentl y RobG@rTime M CorBessr t shoutddf;id more joy than those who inherited the
ing. But you can still find others who lived through campus with all its beauty.
the experience who believe and affirm the joy of this
confessing movement for the sake of the gospel ofOn the opposite end of the ™ floor was the chapel
Christ crucified and risen, and will be glad to tell the where | had the privilege of worshipping on this visi-
story. tation day. There the gospel was preached in all its

promising power; the same gospel that was so inte-
This year will mark the 35anniversary of the birth grated in both community life and classroom teaching.
of Seminex. On June 2%, 2009, (corresponding Here, in this gospel of Christ, was the true building
to yet another anniversary, the 47 the Augsburg  block for life! In the hymnals were places to sign
Confession), the Lutheran School of Theology aty our name wunder the #dAcl o
Chicago is hosting a Reunion for Seminex students]12:1). | signed on to the confessing movement that
faculty, and staff. Call Ruth Ann Deppe at 72756 day, and never looked back.
0700 for detail s. Yéall come!

In this issue of the Crossings Newsletter, we are privi-
When the exile took place, | was a student at whateged to have the reflections of some of the professors
was once known as Concordia Senior Coklege and staff who were at Se
another institution that was among the casualtiesohr e among the faithful i
the Preusd plu9Qg@ds.n t hEhopmpothenjoybtieeir confessing witness to the gospel
visiting both the campuses of Concordia Seminaryeven now. Michael Hoy
and Seminex, to ficome and seeod0 for myselSemiweatod

(=
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What Did/Does Seminex Mean? Freedom

Seminex meant knowing the
guestion behind the question.
Not whether Eve and Adam ex-
isted or whether Isaiah wrote all
66 chapters, but whether the gos
pel itself is enough.

| simply had to join the group of
seminarians, staff members and fac-
ulty colleagues who walked off the
campus of Concordia Seminary in
February, 1974. | am not suggest-
ing that | was forced to participate
in that faithful stroll. Rather, | was
Semi nex me ant Kreée @opdio Bogbecause @ Bad experienced the emanci-
mtegrlty Truth is what counts, not tenure and penpating power of the gospel through the teaching and
sions. preaching of my seminary professors, whose col-
league | had become just five months earlier. The
Seminex meant deep support from more conservatiygospel freed me to act in a way that | considered to be
faculty colleagues who could have stayed behind.  both theologically and ethically warranted.

Seminex meant the courage and generosity of layrhis gospel is the radical good news that in Christ
people and pastors who supported us. God has restored the divitiman relationship and
now grants human beings the gifts of forgiveness,
Seminex meant students who often surpassed thairi ght eousness and whol ene
teachers in clarity of vision and decisiveness of achy grace, through faith. It is the wondrous assurance
tion. . that believers are the
i blessed beneficiaries of
Goddés radical
out any merit or worthi-
ness on their part. While
this gospel remains a
stumbling block to some
and utter foolishness to
ot her s, it IS
cious, trustworthy prom-
ise to humanity.

Seminex meant unbelievable ecclesial and acadez~
hospitality in the early years from St. Louis Unive
sity, Eden Seminary, and LSTC.

Seminex meant willingness to be deployed for tg&
benefit of the whole ELCA, not preserving our ows
institution at any cost. X

Seminex and the AELC meant seizing the moment/is
calling for wider Lutheran unity. = e
v f_ As the gospel describes
“®= and shapes G
tionship with us, it also
impacts our relationships
Seminex meant our students being welcomed intoth&i t h one another and with
LCA, ALC, and many Missouri parishes, andj s t he message of Martin
Seminex grads assuming leadership in the ELCA welreatiseThe Freedom of a Christian This work
beyond their numerical percentage. should be on the required reading list of all evangeli-
cal (in the sixteentecentury sense of that word)
Seminex means an openness to and participation ®hristians. Indeed, it is one of the precious nuggets
new gospelelated issued ecumenism, diversity, of Lut her 6s theol ogical c
and todayds ethical chalelrenng®hsr.i stian tradition
incisive description of the Christian life.
Seminex means affirming the gospel and serving in
ministry in circumstances that require give and take, ut her 6s focus is on the
not institutional idolatry. gospel and of faith. God creates faith through the
proclamation of the gospel and, thereby, grants all
Seminex meant and means that we too are dailyel i ever s radi cal freedol

changed by baptismal renewal. freedomod because it fulfi
Ralph W. Klein
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Seminex meant being warmly welcomed by instit
tions in Berkeley, Austin, and Chicago.



considering God to be truthful and trustworthy ang
unites us with Christ. A happy exchange result
since Christ takes on everything that we are a
gives us all he has. We, therefore, become spiritu

Anniversary Thoughts

As one looked down the pike when
clouds loomed large over the Mis-

souri Synod landscape, there was
no need of a diwvi
cern that a perfect storm was brew-
ing. From the moment that Dr. J.
A. O. Preus received his welcome
The life of freedom in GwndConsordarSeninary ¢ was clear thahtle wnean-e
life of service. That is the radical nature of Christiani ng of o6churchd as we kne
freedom. It is the freedom to serve since faith quithis brief speech of acceptance of accolades he let it be

royalty and priests and enjoy divine freedom becaug
all the powers that separate us from God, that i
prison us and take away life are overcome. Henc
we live life coram Dedbefore God].

naturally manifests itself in works of love. Suchknown that it was time to
works benefit us because, like the law, they enable s e r . 0 One si de of me said
to discipline the flesh. However, the chief purposet 0 mysel f , AWait, that 6s
of works is to serve God and the neighbor. Luthet r oubl e. 0

summarizes his vision of the Christian
life in the foll e =
clude, therefore, that a Christian liver- =
not in himself but in Christ and in hig===%
neighbor.  Otherwise he is not g
Christian. He lives in Christ throughe =

faith, i n hi s

¥~ ~N~éndcse i came to pass that a
~+.. short time later | received a per-
sonal message from Dr. Preus
inviting me to come to Chicago
~ and share my ideas with a start
° |lup aommittee for some synodi-
cal program. | politely declined,
stating that it would not be good
pedagogy on my part to be ab-
sent from the classroom just
when the new academic year
was to begin. From that mo-
ment | decided to do as Thucy-
dides did and collect notes on
the spot in awareness, as the
majority of my colleagues and
many allied members in the

This evangelical message was
firmed by the Seminex community aZs
it carefully distinguished law and gos™=
pel, insisted that the gospel must (=
proclaimed boldly and faithfully an’ - .

strove to be of service to the churd == =

the scholarly study of Scripture; ecm =y

and the world through its defense e Synod sensed, tfF
be a great war. o
meni cal commi t ment s; support of womends ordina-

tion; opposition to the injustices of war, racism andThe reality became most shocking when one Easter
sexism; affirmation of the liturgical movement and day, as | was collecting some material at my office, |
promotion of global Lutheran unity. heard familiar voices em
office. They were talking, heedless of anyone being in
The people of ELIM, of the AELC and of Christ the building. | was taught from little on not to pry into
Seminary Seminex experienced the freedom of theot her s6 busi ness. Besi des
gospel and sought to express their faith in loving sercentration. So | went to the bathroom at the end of the
vice of the neighbor. Of course, the latter was ulti-hall, just outside their room, and flushed the toilet. But
mately not their doing. It was simply an attestationthey went blithely on with their conversation.
of the power of the gospel and of faith and a sign of

Godds gracious acti vi t yUponretumnhaemy effed |ditha saddenslovtiee. f  t
Seminex anniversary is, therefore, another occasion e ar d t he names 0 f t wo co
to give God all honor and glory. and AProf . Kal i no and

Kurt K. Hendel
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Ai nvestigation. o | t ook
of the conversation. Robert advised Jacob not f
move on his own. It would be better to have someorg
else conduct it, and Scharlemann could raise que
tions about Kalin. About this time, while my own
and their windows were wide open, Donna (I think should have made
have the name right) Preus walked up on the grasd Preus and company

and urged them to come home. And so they left.  toss us out one by one. We were given that advice. It
would have taken some time for them to do it. All

Shortly thereafter | called Dr. Tietien. He came tothose hearings, endless trials, witness after witness,
our home on Ridgemoor. | drove him around andgl| those lawyers, nonstop arguing.

told him the story and gave him my notes. He writes

about them in his @AMemowé smiidghtEXHd\ee Ob rTohk€eyn Ctohnesny
tute one of the most volatile indictments, minusculeyith each other all that well, you know. We might
though it may appear, in the history of ecclesiasticahave ground that whole almighty LCMS administra-
bureaucracy. Robert Pr etod dolvd d b Broke eheirtbank. Mhe§ would Hawet |
story, but history wil | haftdtdrbackiRelbig) mitstoiin Nelv Gdned, geta
further instance of descent into the depths of ongn equity loan on Concordia, St. Louis, closed CPH,

long tawdry period of misgovernment in the house ofrefinance Concordia, Ft. Wayne. Hoo Ha!
God.

d SemipndxeSo3 n at

Maybe we should
have all stayed where
we were. Maybe we

- _ No. We didndét try to take
In contrast to such who were deficient in charactero wn carefully crafted 6ey
my colleagues and all who joined in the objectives oimarched away that day with our honor intact, hoping
Seminex became the powerful witnesses througfhe church would see our exit parade as a strong pro-

whom newness of what test needing its atten-
It means tc ARl tion.
came to fruition. The

future will reveal
whether we continue to
be people of God in the
Holy Spiri _ began a delighted
masters of the art of di i scramble to let us know
placing Jesus Chris i 3% who was boss, and
with tawdry bureau- v i) B make sure we never
cratic selfinterest. came back. i

we tell you, or clean out

We walked away. Our
opponents heaved a
great sigh of relief and

7- 8\ \

In the Gospels, the Pasitizs *T ;ﬁTT ;:TVTT\ S g your offices and resi-
sion story is much S e e TR T R dences and ge
longer than the account: L4 3'—&*

of JesusOdO resurrection.we swallowed hard, looked at each other and
Without the Passion, the Resurrection reduces t@ounted it to be a kind of release, one that left us

celebration of secular ology and the boast of having r e mb 1 i ng. AFree! Free a
t he Gospel l umbers al o nyith theid heaitPin! their tArdats. We SwRllowed Hargl 1
standing of it.o This i andWydt @fvn tBrthe Busineds &fdptepating St@déntse
taught me at Seminex. My wife Lois, who heard afor Pastoral ministry. ELIM, Eden Seminary and the
special call from the Lord on August 6, 2008, wasJesuits at St. Louis University mightily befriended us.
frequently asked whether she felt unhappy about re-
moval from the Missour iSemm¥xhévér goffofel the8ewsthing pangs. OUX stu-
Weore free!o dent population got smaller, placement was difficult
Frederick W. Danker  and could not be guaranteed. Some graduates became
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Episcopal, some Methodist. Others became werkerwh a t about Shistoy?n Vh 60 s p it ¢

priests. Others waited. Tenured faculty willingly ¢ hi c ken, whodés the egg?
surrendered tenure knowing that Seminex had a limpn January 20, 19740n that day John Tietjen was
ited future. suspended as president of Concordia Seminary by the

_ _ _ official board for allowing some of the faculty (no
Two things impressed us. Faithfulness and Couragen a mes ever gi ven) to tea

Never had we seen such communal faithfulnessiolerated in the church of God, much less be excused
striving against our inborn, but realistic fears. Neverand de f &lIntdleau gh | di dnot
had we seen such communal courage, such trustinghey intended to take, we all knew that something
in the Lord. These two were formative for anyone was going to hit the fan in the aftermath of the Mis-

who was part of the Seminex community: Faithful- s g y r i Synodds convention
ness and courage. We are grateful to have beengfhe ci tati on above was af
part of Seminex. ityo currently t eMostofusg

Jeannette and Paul Bauermeister  jncriminated ones expected the ax to fall on the most
suspect of us in the facultynamely, the profs teach-
: ) ) i ng Bible and -omeotiwo fihe
/4. Crossings and Seminex atic theology departmerit Bob Bertram and Ed

Schroeder.
~ | Why a Crossings COmmemora- mpesmms

tion for Seminex? Seminex [HFSEEES
lasted for only ten years begin-
ning 35 years ago and closing a
quarter century ago after ten
graduation <cl as
ol connection? Well, they are
linked hip and thigh in several waysSome of
which are chickerandegg sorts of connectioris
not exactly clear as to who generated whom.

Looking back from today, Crossings is a primary
place (THE primary place?) where the distinct Lu-
theran confessional theology of Seminex is still on. - - ‘
the sceneLi ke Seminex in its day, 1t6s an outsider

to Lutheran denominations, marginated from so Anticipating that our heads were on the block, we
cal l ed fAmai nl i néemotjustunsth e lofer talked abdutwh& g do when some or all of us
tutionally, but theologically. Locating Luther- wer e Aput out ThefgrandHimale &fi n
ani smés center in the 0 Adse sdhversaionddad eXacth B Wéekshbefdre

read the Bible and from that how to read the worldist he ax f el | -that mdanselJanuasyn6d s
a minority opinion, a o7k [EpphdnylaWe ! i ADRe | ds dalt hg
churchesi both in the USA and worldwide.  ered for a lengthy evening meeting to bring our own

_ _ ~concrete proposals for what we might do if/iwhen we
The claim that Crossings perpetuates the theologicalyere sackedBob Bertram presented apage Magna

legacy of Seminex is disputed by other SemineXCharta. Its opening lines were these:
goldie-oldies. [Tidbit: About half of the original

Seminex faculty are still alive.]The majority opin-  f Cr ossi ngs, | nc. (Saint |
ion is that the hullabaloo that created Seminex wasy. Bertram [Epiphany 1974] / WhatTo establish

aboutthe se al | ed @hi $1t cril c arleiodsifgd, Inci brWhatever its name should ban
reading the Bible, not jLddthietr PtSe OfWgr PtrhoePool Soegdi clad

promise Aha! for doing so.So the poshistory of | ar callings, training cl
Seminex is still under discussion. the full text, see the Crossings website:
www.crossings.org cl i ck ALi braryo
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Robert W. Bertramo to fhraughtthg ehole shebang tpa hafrilliantcAf- (S
Loui s): A Proposal . 0] ter which everybody scramblédwe the accused, the

seminary board and its acting president, and most of
The events foll owiisofardsi @1 ] en @ s es ussypneondsGisonl eader s
lknowi di dndt f ol |l ow a nFpro neyayshinge orghesteatech tTheostugents mucked up
the students injected themselves into the frat e v er y b odnilplans.b e st

| east t he seminary boar d, |l 6m sur e, never eve
thought about the student One month later at the next
becoming active players i Concordia Seminary board
this event ( Mi ssouri 6s meeting they fired the faculty
church politics. Installing a majority for not accepting the
ikosher o actf@ing president acting presiden

The Seminex that then arose

di dnot foll ow B
earlier ACr ossi
Bobbés proposal
for a handful of us expected

to be booted out as major
troublemakers, but not the
whole shebang.

(who happened to be m
brotherin-law) immediately
after they suspended Tietje
they must have anticipate(
Abusi nessi o st
least nottoo unusuali in the
days that followed. First of
all from the faculty, though
there too, they must havg
been mad. How could we
follow the leadership of the
one who had been our majc

l nst ead Bonho
Aunder groundo s
Germany became a precedent
critic, possibly even the ong i outside the box, confes-
who engineer el sional, communitarian, di-
toleratedo c@ndemnat i rectly linked to congrega-
the churchos tions. But before long the
tion? systematlcs depﬁrtment at

At i1itsodé first graduatio t oo
logo of a tree stump with new growth and expanded :Semme)q yes nBOb and Eyd

They must have thought thaito a foresd the future of Seminex. was offering Crossingstyle

if the faculty was held in line, courses for seminarians AND

so the students too would follow suitNo problem. laity brought in from the outside.When Seminex
But they di dn 6 tSothestusents h &enslosaddsbop insSt. Louis in1983and most of
both serpentine and dodige i gathered to do some- the Seminex faculty and all the students deployed to
thing on January 21.Their conclusion: since un- three other seminary campuses of the upcoming
named false teachers had not been reined in by Pre§&iLCA T Crossings Inc. already existed and slowly
dent Tietjen, they the students, now officially ap-opened the throttle for what it has now become.
prised of the dire dangers in the classrooms, chos&eminex and Crossings.

not to attend any seminary classes until the false

teachers were namedThereupon the students would Which one was the chicken, which one the egg? That
boycott those false teachers and attend only theay be a moot question. Which one still exists doing

classes of the true teachetdow could the seminary i Semi nex theologyo is not
boardi or the new acting presideiit expect any Edward H. Schroeder
thing else?

) ) Printing and mailing this quarterly is paid for
And with that the seminary was closed down fo your gifts, thank you. If you are a reader but not

dentsi compl et el y ignored b%t%veM%OQ\/%%%tcébFéIé
tions and, | am convi nclss h
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