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We are pleased to provide yo
with this Conference Review fro < _
the Third International Crossings Sree C - “ i

Conference late last January. Thejerry Burce answering questions after his keynote address at the Crossings conference.
author of this review, Steve Kuhl,

is the Crossings President. He and others involved i

ﬁur website Ahito statis

the planning of this event did an absolutely out- artners in 120 countrigs, most of them unknown. by
standing job making all the arrangements for ourname and face, yet gnlted N Wgrd, f?"th and Sp'.m'
provocative and enrich iT'ﬂT?e br_ hgrts g§|s_ferl§ articipate m_H‘l%Ca'_cgs%ngs
Promi se, Our Mi ssi on: 9 'Kl:in' n%nd eeéltfr %eccifoasmgsh’“?S |
The use of the word #criRfUghs9mE 47,000 distpgt gompuiers. From hat
both the urgency of the matter, but also the cifioss Ahi to para de rep resentatl
the ffithakomakes mission C?%ﬂiss jinglyding  Germpany, (India, o Singagore,
to be linked with Kuhl, as with all of you, through Sout orea, Liberia, and ngerla. tateside partici-
that Crucial Link. pants hailed from Alaska to Florida and from Califor-
nia to New York.

On January 227, 2010, 101 members of the Cross-H If of th q | ime C :
ings Community gathered for the Third International alf of the attendees were long time Crossings mem-
. Qers and half were relatively new to Crossings, being

introduced to Crossings through webrfing or word

Conference Center and Shrine in Belleville, lllinois, N . e .
just a few miles east across the Mississippi Rivefof-mouth invitation. While the majority of those in

from St. Louis. If you were there you know both howattendance were clergy and graying, nevertheless

full and how rewarding ri]elarly %rt('-:-r werg lait quj WeWere %’?{J%Y?d to¥
you can still reap some of the fruit, since soon w ave 1 seminarians ant a generous sprinkling o

will have many of the major presentations and homiYOUNger lay participants.

lies posted on the Crossings website. Even so, the
was no substitute for the fateface exchanges and

the mutual conversations and consolation of Christia
siblings that filled the threday event.

]ﬁwe theme was at once perennial and timély d 6 s

romise, Our Mission: Making the Crucial Link.

hree keynote speakers unfolded the theme, each
complementing and building on the previous speaker.
The first thing to note is how international and di-‘JUK(;(a Kaar":a'n;? (form_er missionary kld,ddoctoral
verse the Crossings Community is. We know fromStudent at Fordham University, pastor and campus
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minister at the Lutheran Church of the Messiah in Pa D] . MAD is that work o
Princeton, NJ) set the stage for the whole conferencedrives us to madness. MyPaD is that work whereby
by giving us a systematic account of a Lutheran The-Ch r i st prepares a place
ology of Missions. Drawing on the work of Robert God [cf. John 14:3]. Jerry gave an example of how
Ber t r apronfissitisahe sefiret tonissi@ ) a n abngregations might find language from their contem-
Ed Schroederds recent woporkry womd that cah bet useel toa@xpress the pdmise
of mission, he pulled together into one place a com- of God (MyPaD) in a fresh way in our MAD world. |
prehensive vision of a cannot begin to do justice to
Adupl exo the the imaginative word
sion that is soundly seate¢ smithing Jerry does. Read it
on the thredegged stool of for yourself.

(leg-o n e ) nt h
promi seo (du
neutic, (legtwo) the theol- |
ogy of the cross, and (leg
three) the hiddenness
God. This paper is a sum
mary of the thought he i

Third keynote presentation
was given by Bill Burrows.
Bill has quite a resume. He is
a former Roman Catholic
priest who is now married
I A , and who has been a mission-
pouring into his nearly fin- ﬁ“\\ “““ ™ - ary, the managing editor of
ished dissertation whic ! IS . Orbis Books, and president
goes by the tTWokeyngers, dukka Kgprignersagoveqight) and Jerry of the American Society of
Shaped by PROMISSIO: Lig'/J ce (below) urged Aprom giedoiody HEsTorfiditmeAt!

d Schroeder (top left) added spark and insight to all conver-

theran Missiology Confrontgasions, especially the Monday prenference on Elert. to the idea of
the Challenge of Religious the promise of the forgive-
Pluralism. o It is a must read. ness of sinso is |
and he credits Ed Schroeder (and the
The second keynote was presented friendship they established through
by Jerry Burce, formerly a mission- the ASM) as nurturing that insight.
ary kid and later missionary in
Papua New Guinea and presently a Bill s presentatic
pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church internet connection because weather
in Fairview Park, Ohio. Jerry sang prevented him from being with us in
the kind of theology that was pre- person. What was impressive was
sented by Jukka, but Aichanged howhweell Bill used that medium to
key, 0 so to speak, by putti ng both piesent dis paper and answer
language that might better resonate with contempo-questions in the Q&A. Indeed, this last minute
rary ears. Jerry said weintiBeot bhmahygy fwalNmathawo:

words that are too hard for people to crack and tootechnical geniuses) to what we thought was a condi-
difficult for people to dig out the meat of the gospel. tion that would derail the whole conference, actually
inspired our participants from Singapore to ask this
He began with Luther ds duestibni Might wemat bridandcastvedenents af Gueuick ¢
al i en opsrliecrum ¢ and @A Go d écenferences poetliose gathered in churches in Singa-
w o r kopus fproprium d@i and designated them pore or other places around the globe? Amazing how
Gododés two (distinct and thdiSpirit mmight nse pdversityitos seed mews missiont
wor |l d. One is Godbés i al opportunitiesni ssi on (alien = n
Goddés preferred option) and the other Godobés fApro
mi ssion (Godébés preferredBmikédsohiynddmeni alg tbesel
terms back i nto Insdioialena Jte remgmber thdt the mamiselidiang Word and
deio [ MA D]missionplopria d& [ MP D, that panticipation in it is fundamentally rooted in
vowels added to make it pronounceable becomes My-Word and Sacrament. Too often the modern mission-
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